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At the age of 11, the Norwegian violinist Eldbjørg Hemsing gave her first performance with 
the Bergen Philharmonic and has since become one of the best-known classical music artists 
in her home country.  Now her first solo album will be released this Spring on BIS, featuring 
concertos by Dmitri Shostakovich and Hjalmar Borgström, recorded with the Wiener 
Symphoniker and conductor Olari Elts. 

For her debut recording Eldbjørg Hemsing has chosen to highlight an all but forgotten work 
by fellow countryman, Hjalmar Borgström. Like many Nordic composers in the preceding 
generation, Borgström went to Germany to study. However, in contrast to Grieg who 
returned from Germany firmly resolved to carve out an authentic, Norwegian idiom, 
Borgström came back a staunch proponent of new German symphonic music. His Violin 
Concerto in G major was first performed in 1914 as part of a celebration of the centenary of 
the Norwegian constitution. 
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Hjalmar Borgström: Violin Concerto in G major, op. 25 
Shostakovich: Violin Concerto No. 1 in A minor op. 99 

Eldbjørg Hemsing | violin 
Olari Elts | conductor 
Wiener Symphoniker 

BIS Records 

 Main Release: 09.03.2018 
 North America Release: 06.04.2018 
 UK Release:  27.04.2018

Click here to view the album trailer on YouTube 

If you would like to receive a review copy of the CD 
please contact your local BIS distributer or 

lucy@redhousepr.com
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"Norway was still a relatively young nation at the beginning of the 20th century and its 
freedom was a matter of pride" commented Eldbjørg Hemsing. "So not unnaturally there 
was a frenzy of Norwegian sentiment around these celebrations of which the highlight was a 
6 month Jubilee Exhibition in Kristiania (Oslo) visited by more than 1.5 million people. 
Borgström’s violin concerto was premiered as a part of the Jubilee Exhibition celebrations 
and, although well received, it was Grieg’s music which stole the limelight. It seems that 
through the combination of the anniversary and the outbreak of war, Hjalmar Borgström 
found himself on the wrong side of history and musical fashion." 

"Hearing Borgström’s violin concerto 100 years after it was first written brings a new set of 
ears and, although you can definitely hear the Germanic influence in his writing, you can 
also strongly sense that intrinsic Nordic sound.  What triggers the instinctively Norwegian 
quality in this work is the simple lyrical melodies and distinctive harmonies which conjure up 
the sound of the Hardanger fiddle.  And for me that conjures up the image of the 
untouched, raw beauty of Norwegian nature - the deep fjords, wild coast line and in 
particular the beautiful mountain chain of Jotunheimen which is my home. It is a privilege to 
perform this work because it is so linked to my identity of being Norwegian." 

"It would be impossible for me to write about my first album without making reference to 
Shostakovich’s first violin concerto. I really wanted to mark the difference between these 
composers. The Shostakovich - with its extreme emotional struggle, pain and intensity - 
needed a counterpoint where I thought the lyrical, playful, romantic and Nordic Borgström 
would fit well."
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Red House Productions represents Eldbjørg Hemsing for international promotion,  
working in association with PSMusic in Berlin
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